Laboratory Safety Plan for :  Western blots 
	*Process 
	Gel elecxtrophoresis and blotting of proteins to membranes

	*Hazardous Chemical/     

Chemical Class 
	Flammable liquids-methanol; poisons – menthanol, amido black, lauryl sulfate, Tris-glycine gels (2.6% acrylamide)

	*Hazardous Equipment 
	Power supplies, X-ray film developer

	*Potential Hazards 
	Electrical shock, fire, inhalation of toxic vapors, absorption through skin, eyes, and transport of toxic substance dissolved in them into the body; poisons can increase the hazard in any fire due to inhalation of volatilized reagent.  

	*Personal Protective Equipment 
	Safety goggles; nitrile gloves (resistant to these materials) full-buttoned front or back closing lab coat; close toed shoes.


	*Engineering and Ventilation Controls
	All methanol must be measured in the chemical fume hood.  Dry acrylamide must be weighed and mixed under the fume hood.  

	Special Use Procedures
	

	Special Handling and Storage Requirements
	Avoid ignition sources such as hot plates, heat lamps or Bunsen burners; use polystyrene tray or absorbent materials to contain any spilled solvent; never heat directly or work near a spark source; dispose of waste or used methanol in labeled hazardous waste containers; be sure that centrifuge and refrigerator can be used safety - that they don't generate enough of a spark to ignite reagent.  Power supplies are kept above the level of solvents and solutions

	*Spill and Accident Procedures
	Clean up spills only if you have the necessary materials on hand and are trained to do so.  All other spills should be reported to EH&S for clean-up.

	*Waste Minimization Plan
	Utilize pre-mixed acrylamide gel.  Completely dry gels for disposal.

	*Hazardous Waste Disposal
	All waste material will be discarded through the ECU hazardous waste management system. 

	Decontamination Procedures
	Not applicable  

	Animal Care Precautions
	Not applicable  

	*Chemical Procurement
	Quantity required and means of obtaining the minimum necessary.  Order Tris-Glycine gels just before use.
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